
CHAPTER 10 

AN INTERVIEW 

WITH R. ERIC LANDRUM 

A Pioneer Scientist-Educator for 
Improving the Scholarship of Teaching 

and Learning in Psychology 

R. Eric Landrum 

R. Eric Landrum is a professor and chair in the Department of Psychologi­
cal Science at Boise State University. He obtained his PhD from Southern
Illinois University-Carbondale. His major area was learning, memory, and
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and teaching is very contagious, and that is why he has collaborated with 
more than 300 colleagues and students. He is a charismatic teacher whose 
motivational instruction inspires his students to pursue their highest 
potential in any field they want to pursue. 

Landrum's significant contributions as a scientist-educator, along with his 
outstanding research, focused on improving the scholarship of teaching and 
learning (SoTL) in psychology is commensurate and laudable. He hopes to 
write a few more books and complete some projects. He would like to invest 
some effort into Psych Champs and PsychSessions. He would like his students 
and colleagues to remember him as a decent human being who tried to be 
as good as he could be, and as one who tried to be generous and funny and 
as someone who worked hard at his profession on behalf of his students. He 
also hopes that his family thinks of him as a good father and a good husband. 

Landrum is one of the world's leading authorities on the teaching of 
psychology. His scientist-educator disposition has made him an icon in psy­
chological science. He has established that teaching psychology is more 
than teaching content or memorizing theories. Psychology is a living sci­
ence that helps explain covert and overt behavior and that through scien­
tific assessment and measurement it is possible to understand thoughts, 
actions, motivation, emotions, feelings, and beliefs. That is why Landrum 
is an acclaimed and most admired contributor to the development and en­
richment of The International Honor Society in Psychology (Psi Chi). His 
efforts are directed to develop his students' skills. 

Landrum has devoted his entire profession to preparing students for liv­
ing their lives and pursuing careers where they can fulfill their dreams and 
reach their highest potentials. He embodies what a dedicated teacher is. 
He learned from his mother, his high school teachers, Mr. Williams and Mr. 
Gregory, from his college mentor Dr. Meliska, Dr. Halonen and Dr. McK­
eachie continued influencing throughout his professional career, resulting 
in seminal contributions beyond the classrooms. Landrum's pathbreaking 
contributions to psychology assure that there is psychology as a science for 
many more years to come and that psychology taught by scientist-educators 
would continue having remarkable success educating the next generation 
of scientists, teachers, doctors, secretaries, social workers, accountants, en­
gineers, police officers, and world leaders. Indeed, for his brilliant mind 
and caring disposition, Landrum is a pioneer scientist-educator for improv­
ing teaching and learning scholarship in psychology. 

INITIAL INTEREST IN PSYCHOLOGY 

HAT WAS YO·UR aim in life as a child and as a teenager? What were some of 
the most im,portant lessons you leam.erl frorn your family? 
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I lived a very sheltered and privileged middle-class upbringing. I'm afraid I 
can't remember much of an aim in life as a child or a teenager growing up 
in the 1970s in the Midwestern U.S., other than playing baseball and bas­
ketball as much as possible. I don't remember having career aspirations as 
a teenager. As to important lessons learned from my parents, it would prob­
ably be simpler if I could provide some quick answers like "work hard" and 
"treat other people nicely." And, perhaps, I overthink things. However, for 
me, this question is complicated. My father was 39 years old, and my mother 
was 38 years old when I was born. 

My father quit high school just after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in 
1941 to join the Navy. He did not finish high school but received quite a 
bit of education and training through the Navy, retiring after 26 years with 
an honorable discharge at the rank of senior chief petty officer. My mother 
graduated from high school and then attended Southern Illinois Normal 
School for 1 ½ years before dropping out-this school would later be re­
named Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, and my sister received 
bachelor's and master's degrees there, and I earned my doctorate there. 

I was the last of four siblings in my family, yes, the baby. For most of 
my formative years, my father worked for a company where he did repairs 
of their equipment installed worldwide and in the United States. So, he 
would often fly out of O'Hare on Monday morning and return on Friday 

Photo 10.2 R. Eric Landrum with his father and mother when he was about 6 

months old in Pensacola, Florida. 
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'· 1\, '"HAT CALLED YOU to teach psychology?

I wish I had a profound answer for you. I had one psychology course in high 
school, and the course was unimpressive. I went to Monmouth College in 
Monmouth, Illinois, as a mathematics major. I took Calculus I and Calculus 
II and changed my major. I changed to business and took Accounting I, and 
decided I would not be a business major. I ended up being a double ma­
jor-speech communication and theater arts, and psychology. Psychology 
was the last of four majors that I tested out as an undergraduate. It doesn't 
feel like much of a calling to me . 

I enjoyed the college atmosphere; I joined a fraternity in my junior year 
in college. That same year, I joined Psi Chi, the national honor society in 
psychology, which is now international. Since I like college and psychology, 
the next natural step appeared to apply to graduate school in psychology. I 
applied to psychology, but I still wouldn't call that a calling. 

I attended Southern Illinois University-Carbondale for graduate school 
in the experimental psychology program, earning my master's degree and 
my PhD in cognitive psychology. Given that I still liked going to school and I 
still seemed pretty good at it, the next and only logical step was to become a 
college professor; thus, staying in school perpetually, which I have done for 
32 years. I understand the tenn calling and how it is differentiated from a job 
or an occupation. I do not feel like my decision-making process and career 
sequence could accurately be labeled a calling, but perhaps a stumbling. 

. , :\,FHO HAVE BEEN your mentors?

Refer, this is such a difficult question to answer, and I fear that I will leave 
someone out. They all deserve their book chapter: Grayslake Community 
High School: Clarence Williams, Andrew Gregory; Monmouth College: 
Charles Meliska, Dean Wright, Bill Hastings; Southern Illinois University-Car­
bondale: Bob Radtke, Rob Jensen, Jack McKillip, Gordon Pitz; University of 
Wisconsin-Platteville: Bob Velzy; Boise State University: Mark Snow, Garvin 
Chastain, Tedd McDonald, Cynthia Campbell, April Masarik, Kimberly Hen­
derson; Boise State University ( outside of discipline): Susan Shadle, Vicki Stie­
ha, Amy Moll , Tony Roark, Leslie Durham, Karen Viskupic, Anthony Marker, 
Doug Bullock, Eric Martin, Steve Villachica, Caile Spear, Cindy Clark. 

Others outside of my former academic institutions: Jane Halonen, Re­
gan Gurung, Susan Nolan, Sue Frantz, Maureen McCarthy, Dana Dunn, 
Garth Neufeld, Tom Heinzen, Bill Buskist, Randy Smith, Steve Davis, Ted 
Bosack, Barney Beins, Nadine Kaslow, Jon Grahe, Dan Corts, Betsy Mor­
gan, Martha Zlokovich, Melanie Domenech Rodriguez, Anna Ropp, Leslie 
Cramblet Alvarez. 
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It is difficult to only elaborate on one or two of the above key individu­
als, but I will do so. Dr. Charles Meliska at Monmouth College was a key 
mentor while I was an undergraduate student. I first met him while taking 
one of the introductory psychology courses in the multi-course sequence 
at Monmouth. After a chat in his office one day during that course, he 
asked me about my interests and noticed that I was doing relatively well. He 
expressed an interest in me as a student and as a person-and this expres­
siveness was a turning point in my academic career, and perhaps in my life. 
It's that moment during my freshman year of college when someone you re­
spect and admire believes in you when you don't know enough to believe in 
you. I went on to work with him as an undergraduate research assistant, co­
authored conference posters and presentations, and my first peer-reviewed 
scholarly publication is co-authored with D1: Meliska. 

Another key mentor in my life is Dr.Jane Halonen from the University of 
West Florida. I have had so many wonderful and positive interactions with 
Jane in numerous and varied venues, from an audience member at dozens 
of her regional and national keynote presentations to a collaborator on na­
tional task forces and conferences to a podcast interviewee and more. The 
melding of mentorship and friendship and inspiration and my admiration 
for Jane make for a unique place in my life and heart. The acquired exper­
tise in so many aspects of psychology and higher education, including peda­
gogy and assessment, is impressive, but then coupled with the experiential 
skill set and the knowledge of knowing what to do when-and just watching 
her do this with aplomb. She is a masterful teacher to watch in her element 
and the type of educator that I can continuously aspire to become but know 
that I will never achieve-and I can be okay knowing that. 

u,n., 

Photo 10.5 R. Eric Landrum with his college's mentor, Dr. Charles Meliska (left)
and he and Landrum were able to collaborate again, resulting in a poster presen­
tation collaboration. 
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